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IA-Branch Newsletter
A Note from the President
President Richard Bradford, Iowa Branch IDA

Vision & Purpose of 
the Iowa Branch of 

IDA:
¥ To increase awareness of dyslexia 

and promote services that 
address the importance of 
diagnosis and remediation for 
those who are not meeting their 
reading potential

¥ in a way that promotes unity, 
support and cooperation among 
those who work with these 
individuals

¥ so that all communities in Iowa 
beneÞt from the skills and 
talents of its citizens
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This is a great time to be a 
member of the Iowa Branch of 
the International Dyslexia 
Association. We are making 
more outreach than ever 
across our state.  Earlier this 
year, Helen Blitvich arranged 
for Ron Yoshimoto to present 
a week"long training course on 
Orton"Gillingham in Ames. $
During that week Ron made 
an evening presentation at the 
Ames public library to more 
than 100 people. We are 
excited about seeing an active 
group of IDA members 
organizing more events in the 
Ames area.  Thanks, Helen!
$
Another exciting development 
concerns the Davenport 
Community School District.$ 
This district %the third largest 
in the state& has become an 
institutional member of IDA! $
This means that employees of 
the district can have free 
electronic access to IDA 
publications, as well as 
discounted registration at 
IDA conferences, discounts on 
IDA bookstore merchandise 
and other beneÞts.$ %Would 
your institution be interested 
in a similar membership?&
$
Speaking of conference 
registration, the IDA national 

conference is practically in our 
own backyard this year ' 
Chicago ' November 9"12.$ 
Early bird registration 
continues through October 15.$ 
Note also that for most 
attendance options, your IDA 
membership more than pays 
for itself in the registration 
discount you get. $
$
We are also teaming with the 
Illinois, Kansas"Missouri, and 
Wisconsin IDA branches in 
making preparations for an 
exciting regional conference, 
to be held in the Quad Cities 
next April 20 & 21. Our 
keynote speakers will include 
Maryanne Wolf and Marilyn 
Jager Adams. Remember, an 
IDA membership will mean a 
discount in registration for 
that event, too. %Is there 
someone you know who would 
beneÞt from being an IDA 
member?&
$
Your board continues to work 
hard to grow the Iowa branch 
and to provide value to you for 
your IDA membership. Please 
feel free to contact any board 
member at any time with your 
ideas on how to help meet 
these goals.

Thanks for your support!
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OCTOBER IS DYSLEXIA AWARENESS MONTH
JUST THE FACTS ... Information provided by The International DYSLEXIA Association¨

A PARENTÕS GUIDE TO 

EFFECTIVE INSTRUCTION

Reading problems are the most common 

type of academic underachievement. 

Especially for students with dyslexia, 

learning to read and write can be 

exceedingly di!cult.  Dyslexia and related 

reading and language di#culties are the 

result of neurobiological variations, but they 

can be treated with e(ective instruction.

E(ective instruction is instruction that is 

tied to student needs, as determined by 

diagnostic testing and evaluation. It is 

instruction delivered by knowledgeable and 

skilled individuals in a step" by"step fashion 

that leads to the achievement of desired 

outcomes or goals by targeting a studentÕs 

relative strengths and strengthening his or 

her relative weaknesses. E(ective instruction 

also requires the ongoing monitoring of 

student progress to determine the ultimate 

course and duration of the instruction.

The earlier your child receives e(ective 

instruction the better, but people with 

dyslexia and related disorders can be helped 

at any age. Even for students with severe and 

persistent dyslexia who need specialized 

instruction outside of the regular class, 

competent intervention from a specialist can 

lessen the impact of the problem and help 

the student overcome and manage the most 

debilitating di#culties %See the International 

Dyslexia AssociationÕs Knowledge and 

Practice Standards for Teachers of Reading, 

pages 1"2, at www.interdys.org/

standards.htm&.

What Is E"ective Instruction?

E(ective instruction employs instructional 

approaches that have been studied and 

tested by experts in the Þeld of education. 

These researchers have found that 

students beneÞt the most from 

instructional approaches that are 

explicit, systematic, cumulative, and 

multisensory.  They integrate the teaching 

of listening, speaking, reading, spelling, 

vocabulary, ßuency, handwriting, and written 

expression. These approaches also emphasize 

the structure of language: phonology, 

orthography, morphology, syntax, and 

semantics.

E(ective teaching of oral language, reading, 

and written expression to students with 

dyslexia also requires teachers with expert 

knowledge, skills, and abilities. They must 

http://www.interdys.org/standards.htm
http://www.interdys.org/standards.htm
http://www.interdys.org/standards.htm
http://www.interdys.org/standards.htm
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OCTOBER IS DYSLEXIA AWARENESS MONTH
JUST THE FACTS ... Information provided by The International DYSLEXIA Association¨

How Do Educators Develop and 

Implement E"ective Instruction?

Research over the last three decades has 

provided a vast knowledge base that informs 

both our ability to identify students at risk 

and to e(ectively plan their instruction 

%Spear"Swerling, 2010&. The International 

Dyslexia AssociationÕs Knowledge and 

Practice Standards for Teachers of 

Reading  %IDA, 2010; www.interdys.org/

standards.htm& clearly deÞne the knowledge, 

skills, and abilities needed to competently 

teach students with dyslexia and related 

reading and language disorders. The 

standards are divided into two broad 

sections: Section I: Knowledge and Practice 

Standards and Section II: Guidelines 

Pertaining to Supervised Practice of 

Teachers of Students with Documented 

Reading Disabilities or Dyslexia Who Work 

in School, Clinical, or Private Practice 

Settings. Section I includes standards for 

content knowledge and teaching skills 

needed by a!  teachers of reading. Section II 

gives a continuum of competencies needed 

for application of the content knowledge and 

practice standards at two levels: Level I 

expectations for teachers and Level II 

expectations for specialists.

Instructional approaches and programs may 

di(er in speciÞc techniques and materials, 

but those found to be most e(ective include 

structured, explicit, systematic, cumulative 

instruction designed to promote 

understanding, memory, recall, and use of 

spoken and written language. E"ective 

instruction integrates multiple 

components that focus on phonological 

processing skills, phonics and word 

analysis, spelling, word recognition, 

oral reading ßuency, grammar and 

syntax, text comprehension, writing, 

and study skills.
References
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The International Dyslexia Association (IDA) 
thanks Nancy Cushen White, Ed.D., for her 
assistance in the preparation of this fact sheet.

© Copyright 2011, The International Dyslexia Association  
(IDA). IDA encourages the reproduction and distribution 
of this fact sheet. If portions of the text are cited, 
appropriate reference must be made. Fact sheets may not be 
reprinted for the purpose of resale.

http://www.interdys.org/standards.htm
http://www.interdys.org/standards.htm
http://www.interdys.org/standards.htm
http://www.interdys.org/standards.htm
http://www.interdys.org/standards.htm
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Ronald Yoshimoto, M.Ed., M.S.W.,
Fellow, AOGPE 
Ron Yoshimoto %M.Ed, M.S.W& has taught the 
Orton"Gillingham Approach to thousands of 
individuals in the U.S.A., Canada and Singapore. 
He has more than 25 years experience  in 
training teachers/parents and working with 
dyslexics. Ron is currently the Statewide Special 
Education Literacy Resource Teacher Trainer for 
Hawaii and is co"president of the Hawaii Branch 
of the International Dyslexia Association. He 
has presented extensively in dyslexia 
conferences in the U.S.A and Canada and has 
published numerous articles on dyslexia. Ron is 
the recipient of the prestigious U.S. National 
Blue Ribbon School Award for Excellence.

Honorary member of the International 
Dyslexia Association-Iowa Branch

ABOUT RONÕS VISIT TO IOWA:

Ron Yoshimoto visited Ames, Iowa in April 2011 , with an exceptional course on the Orton"
Gillingham Approach to Teaching Reading, Writing, and Spelling.  This was a Þve#day intensive 
course  focused on multi#sensory phonetic approaches  for one"on"one settings, small groups, 
and whole classroom use.  It was designed to help students with Dyslexia, as well as all students with 
reading di#culties in various grade levels.   

The course was inclusive to reading specialists, special education teachers, regular classroom 
teachers from Primary"Middle School, as well as tutors and parents of children with dyslexia and 
reading di#culties.  There was an energetic group with mixed backgrounds in these areas. The 
Iowa IDA Branch provided scholarships that made it possible for many members to 
attend this course.
 
RonÕs course engaged the participants with knowledge of O"G, strategies to meet the needs of all 
learners, and time to practice the skills with peers.  He graciously provided extensive materials to 
implement O"G successfully.  The course included about 6,000+ worksheets involving syllabication, 
sounds, lesson plans, rules, and more! Mr. Yoshimoto did not disappoint!  The participants were 
fully equipped to practice Orton"Gillingham upon departure from the course on the last day!

Participants of the week-long O-G course in 
Ames, Iowa

A BIG thank you to Ron for his contribution to 
th" Petersen-Little Scholarship Fund.# This 
fund is in recognition of the work that Terri 
Petersen and Denise Little have accomplished i$ 
the State of Iowa for Dyslexia. IDA%IA Branch 
awarded five applicants with full scholarships 
and six applicants with partial scholarships 
to the 2011 Spring Conference at Mt. Mercy 
University in Cedar Rapids. RonÕs generosity 
continues to be supportive of IDA's vision!
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ARE YOU REGISTERED? 

We are excited to remind you that the 
62nd Annual IDA Conference  will be 
held in Chicago, IL this year. Mark your 
calendars for November 9#12 , as it will 
be an action packed conference that will 
keep you learning and growing! For 
program information or to register 
online, visit www.interdys.org. A few 
presenters to look forward to include 
Suzanne Carreker, Louisa Moats, Tanya 
Santangel, Donna Turner"Campbell, and 
Milton Dehn. We hope to see you there!

SAVE THE DATE  for 
an exciting regional IDA 
conference in the Quad 
Cities on April 20#21, 

2012!  This event will be 
similar to the regional 
conference held in Sioux 
City in 2008 and includes 
the Iowa, Illinois, Kansas"
Missouri, and Wisconsin 
IDA Branches.  Mark your 
calendars for this 
informative event featuring 
keynote speakers 
Maryanne Wolf and 
Marilyn Jager Adams. 

Additional presenters will 
include Wilson Anderson, 
Kenneth Campbell, Marcia 
Henry, Marianne Hughes, 
David Tilly, and William 
Van Cleave.  This is one 
conference you donÕt want 
to miss!  More information 
to come later this year!

SPRING 2012 IDA REGIONAL CONFERENCE

Save the Date
November 9-12, 2011	

 	

 	

 April 20-21, 2012
62nd Annual IDA Conference	

, Chicago	

	

 IDA Regional Conference, Quad Cities

http://www.interdys.org/
http://www.interdys.org/
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2011 DYSLEXIA DASH
Thank you to everyone  
who made the second annual 
Dyslexia Dash a success 
this year. We had many 
participants, new and old, 
from the Cedar Rapids/
Marion area. The Iowa 
Branch of IDA would like to 

thank Panera Bread of 
Cedar Rapids and the 
Oakland Road Hy#Vee  for 
their donations yet again this 
year. Please be on the look 
out for the 2012 Dyslexia 
Dash coming soon.

The Sword of Darrow is a 
middle grade fantasy novel 
that was co"authored by Alex 
Malchow and his father, Hal.  
Alex began developing this 
story at the age of 8. It took 
two years to write this book 
with his father.  Alex is 

dyslexic and could not read 
at the time of starting this 
book.  His reading 
di(erences did not hinder 
the creativity and love of a 
storytelling.  Alex overcame 
what many would consider 
an obstacle. Alex is now 16 
and a high school sophomore 
at the prestigious St. JohnÕs 
College High School in 
Washington D.C.

The Sword of Darrow is a 
fantasy adventure  that 
receives raving reviews from 
young readers.  The book has 
been reviewed across the 

country by more than 2,100 
readers with varying ages up 
to 14 years old. Half of these 
readers gave the book a 
rating of Òcompletely 
awesome Ó, while only Þve 
percent rated the book less 
than Ògood.Ó

Visit http://
www.swordofdarrow.com/
for a behind"the"scenes look 
at Alex, Hal, and their 
characters. You can even read 
the Þrst Chapter online!

FEATURED BOOK:  THE SWORD OF DARROW BY ALEX AND HAL MALCHOW

http://www.swordofdarrow.com
http://www.swordofdarrow.com
http://www.swordofdarrow.com
http://www.swordofdarrow.com
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¥Perspectives: a 
quarterly periodical  
containing articles 
authored by professionals 
in the Þeld, including a 
special section for parents

¥Annals of Dyslexia:  A 
yearly peer" reviewed 
journal

¥Discounts  on most 
other IDA publications

¥A!liation with one of 
IDA's local branches#  

%over 45 locations in the 
U.S. and Canada&

¥Access to a network  of 
professionals 

¥Discounts on  IDA 
!conferences and 
$workshops

¥Listing in IDA's Referral 
for Services Database  
%when applicable&

¥Special notices of timely 
information

¥Advertising 
$opportunities  for 
"Non"ProÞt" and "For"
ProÞt" member 
organizations

¥PARENTS##
$ Incredible 
$ membership 
$ highlights on the 
$ website! Check out: 

 www.interdys.org/
ParentMembership.htm

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

Welcome New Members

Elaine Thier	

 	

 Julie Neyens	

 	

 Amber Green

Darla Hayworth	

 Michelle Lenkaitis	

 Davenport Community School District

Cari Klemme	

 	

 Neila Sneller	

 	



Sharon Miller	

 	

 Stacey Struck

Come Join 
Us to Create 
Hope , 
Possibility ,
and 
Partnership

ÒLIKE USÓ
ON

Anyone interested in IDA and its mission can become a member 
"" individuals with dyslexia and their families, 
educators, school administrators, PARENTS %&45' , 
researchers, physicians, psychologists, and policy makers, to 
name just a few examples. You may Þnd a membership 
form at: www.interdys.org  and join online.  

http://www.interdys.org/ParentMembership.htm
http://www.interdys.org/ParentMembership.htm
http://www.interdys.org/ParentMembership.htm
http://www.interdys.org/ParentMembership.htm
http://www.interdys.org
http://www.interdys.org
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OFFICERS:

Susanne Menken %President#Elect, 1#year term'

Susanne is currently an Orton"Gillingham trained Þrst grade teacher at Cedar Valley 
Christian School in Cedar Rapids, IA. Susanne received a B.A. in Elementary Education 
with an emphasis in Special Education from UNI, and she is currently working on her 
master's degree in elementary education and a reading endorsement from Mount Mercy 
University.

Ellen OÕKeefe %Vice#President, 2#year term'

Ellen is currently an associate professor at Mount Mercy University as well as chair of 
the Education Department. She has been working with children with special needs and 
Orton trained since 1976. She has her MA and PhD in special education.

Susan Voss %Tresurer, 2#year term'

Susan K. Voss, CPA, is a parent of a daughter with dyslexia. She has been trained in 
Orton" Gillingham to better understand her daughter's needs. She has diligently worked 
with the local school system to change the approach to the educational instruction 
delivered. Professionally, Susan is a Principal at the accounting Þrm of TD & T Financial 
Group, P.C. where one of her specialties is nonproÞt organizations. She is a graduate of 
UNI and a member of the American Institute of CertiÞed Public Accountants, the Iowa 
Society of CPAs, and the Executive Committee of TD & T Financial Group, P.C. Susan has 
served on the IDA board member for a year.

Meet the New IDA Iowa#Branch 
Board O!cers and Directors

DIRECTORS :

Lisa Hill %3#year term'

Lisa Hill graduated with a Bachelors of Social Work from Western Illinois University. 
After graduation she worked for Vera French Community Mental Health in Davenport, 
IA. After moving to Detroit Michigan, Lisa joined a small team of Social Workers who 
provided crisis management and suicide prevention to individuals su(ering from mental 
illness. After the birth of her 1st child, she continued working in a day treatment facility 
with the same Mental Health agency. Since the birth of her 2nd child, she has focused her 
e(orts on school volunteerism. Her son was diagnosed with dyslexia in 2010. Shortly after 
her family moved to Cedar Rapids, so her children can beneÞt from Summit School.
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Doug Krsek %3#year term'

! Doug has over eighteen years experience in information technology, management, 
and process improvement methodologies and is currently Global IT Manager for a 
company in Waterloo, IA. He has a Bachelor of Science degree in Industrial Technology 
from Iowa State University and a Masters in Business Administration from the University 
of Northern Iowa. Recently, Doug has taken Orton"Gillingham training and is looking 
forward to additional training in this area. He has attended the Parents as Presenters 
training and has been a participant on several parent panels.

Sarah Wright %3#year term'

! Sarah is a Level One Elementary Special Education teacher. Sarah not only works 
with dyslexic children but was one herself, having been diagnosed in 4th grade. She is a 
graduate of Luther College and fully understands the struggle of her students and their 
families. Sarah has been trained in Orton"Gillingham. She has a particular interest in 
getting parents involved in IDA and helping them learn how to advocate for their 
children.

Denise Reuman Little %2#year term'

! Denise received her BA in elementary education with a minor in special education 
from UNI and a masters of art's in elementary education with an emphasis in reading 
from Mount Mercy University. After receiving her BA, Denise moved to Seattle, 
Washington where she spent the next four years teaching at a private school for students 
with dyslexia and related learning disabilities. After that experience, Denise spent a year 
teaching special education for the Deer Valley School District in Phoenix, Arizona. She 
then moved back home to Iowa where she she taught kindergarten through fourth grade 
level one special education for the College Community School District for six years and 
currently teaches 2nd grade. Denise is also a CertiÞed Director for the Slingerland 
Institute for Literacy!"

IDA Board Members~
President~

Richard Bradford
President-Elect~

Susanne Menken
Vice President~

E)en O’Keefe
Secretary~

Wayne Wunschel
Treasurer~

Susan Voss

IDA Board Directors~
Lynne Campbe)
Christy Deutsch

Claudia Reyes-Fry
Lisa Hi)

Doug Krsek
Denise Little

Genevieve Monthie
Brenda Paxton
Sarah Wright
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Contact Information

Iowa Branch IDA

PO BOX 11188

Cedar Rapids, IA 52410

Iowa Branch:
IDA"IA Branch
PO Box 11188 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52410"1188 
www.ida"ia.org
Email: og"ida_tmjp@earthlink.net
Phone: 1 %866& 782"2930

National O!ce:
IDA International O#ce ! ! !
40 York Rd., 4th Floor! ! ! ! Go Paperless!  Send us your current
Baltimore, MD 21204! ! ! ! email for the latest announcements and
Voice: %410& 296"0232! ! ! ! information! !
Fax: %410& 321"5069
www.interdys.org
Email for info.info@interdys.org!

http://www.ida-ia.org
http://www.ida-ia.org
mailto:og-ida_tmjp@earthlink.net
mailto:og-ida_tmjp@earthlink.net
http://www.interdys.org
http://www.interdys.org
mailto:info.info@interdys.org
mailto:info.info@interdys.org

