Mount Mercy College ED599 Special Topics: Literacy/Dyslexia

1 credit hour

Literacy: Raising Standards for Teachers of Reading

Mount Mercy College/IDA Conference

Syllabus Spring 2011

Instructor: Ellen O’Keefe

Email address: eokeefe@mtmercy.edu
Phone: 36308213 x 1242

Course Description
This course is designed to provide teachers with strategies and activities to reach all students in the area of literacy instruction, specifically for students who exhibit dyslexia and giftedness.  Teachers will be exposed to teaching subject areas using multisensory approaches.

Course Objectives

The teachers will:

1. attend all assigned sessions on April 9, 2011 (8:30-4:30) and complete follow-up assignments by May 21, 2011.

2. evaluate current practices in the areas presented on April 9, 2011 and create a plan to refine teaching practices for maximum student engagement and learning in their classrooms.

3. implement strategies presented on April 9, 2011 in their own classrooms, gather data, and report results in a summary report.

4. create a unit of study in one area presented on April 9, 2011 that will be applied/implemented in their own classroom.

5. utilize researched instructional strategies when teaching all learners.
Sessions to Attend on April 9, 2011
· Keynote on reading standards by Suzanne Carreker

· Breakout 1: Formative Assessment in Reading with Jennifer or Low tech with Jim Stachowiak

· Breakout 2: Comprehension with Suzanne

· Breakout 3: Finding Appropriate Readers with Ellen/Denise

· Information Session at 4PM with Dr. Ellen O'Keefe, course instructor

Assignments Due by May 21, 2011
1. Teachers will create a report which includes an analysis and evaluation of current teaching practices in the areas presented as they personally apply to their current position.  The second part of this assignment will include a plan created to refine their current practices in light of information learned during the conference.  This plan should be detailed in terms of topics to be covered and how they will be presented to the students in their classroom.

2. Teachers will implement strategies from each of the areas presented at the conference in their own classrooms (as they apply to their current teaching position).  Students will complete a detailed summary of the strategies implemented, the types of data collected and recorded, and an analysis of the data (especially in terms of changes compared to prior strategies used). All areas taught should be addressed in the data gathering and reporting.

3. Teachers will create a unit plan on an area of their choice to include full lessons for at least eight days.  This unit should include as much content as possible from the sessions attended on the content area, as well as their own creativity.  Hard copies of any handouts, worksheets, etc. (Lesson plan formats can be supplied as needed) should be included.

NOTE:  All assignment rubrics will be shared the day of the conference.

